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How It All Began; Sy Blum’s Story … 

I have been a member of HEAR for a long time, but truthfully, not from the begin-

ning.  I do believe that Donna Wayner was one of the “pioneers.”  And if she isn’t, 

she is most assuredly my guardian angel.  The main reason is that she was the one 

who convinced me to get a cochlear implant back then, when this “miracle” for the 

profoundly hearing impaired and deaf (as is this writer) was just out of the experi-

mental stage.  Donna also encouraged me to contribute to our monthly newsletter, 

among other things; which I have been doing for many years. 
 

And so it was that our group of hearing impaired individuals began meeting monthly 

at Albany Medical Center Hospital to listen to speakers (aided by various electronic 

hearing devices) offering valuable advice on how to cope with this very serious af-

fliction.  As I recall, there was intense interest in this new group.  People came from 

all over.  In fact, if I remember correctly, one gentleman came from the Poughkeep-

sie area (approximately seventy-five miles away).  On many occasions we had to 

borrow chairs from other rooms to accommodate the attendees.  Unfortunately, that 

was then and this is now.* 
 

To the best of this ancient (100 years old and counting) codger’s knowledge these 

programs no longer exist and we are back to hearing aids and implants. Neverthe-

less, I do believe that somewhere there is medical work going on to restore some 

semblance of hearing for those of us who suffer from this vastly under-recognized 

affliction. 

        Contributed by Sy Blum 

*Editors note:  Sy, who has relocated from the Captial District to sunny Florida, 

would be pleased to know that we have eight (8) well-attended public programs a year. 

HLAA ALBANY CHAPTER SAYS GOOD BYE TO: 

 

Sharon Rende, Au.D., who recently moved from the Capital 

Region to direct an audiology program in Sarasota, 

Florida.  We thank her for the many years of generous 

service to our HLAA Albany Chapter.  

 

Many of us with cochlear implants are grateful to Sharon for 

helping us on our journey toward better hearing. In addition 

to activating and mapping our implants, she offered 

wonderful support and information. We wish her much 

happiness and success. 
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HEAR NEWS is a monthly newslet-
ter of Hearing Loss Association of 
America Albany Chapter (HLAA) 
We are a not-for-profit self-help 
group for individuals with hearing 
impairments. Any mention of opin-
ions, services or  products does not 
mean endorsement, nor does lack 
of mention mean lack of endorse-
ment. 
 
Address all correspondence to: 

HEAR News, 
c/o HLAA P.O. Box 9445 
Schenectady, NY 12309 

or 
Email us at                          

HEARHLAA@yahoo.com 
 

 (518) 488-8268 
 

hearinglossalbany.wordpress.com  
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE: 

 Laura Cooper 

 Sue Davis 

 Joanne Knauer 

 Margie Litwin 

 Janet Mattox 

 Pat Mirza 

 Shur Rabbe, Editor 

 Michelle Othon 

 Ellen Rupert 

 Debbie Trees, Au.D 

 Donna Wayner, Ph.D and  Pro-
fessional Advisor       

 Nancy Williams 
 

We welcome your input!  
Please send articles, inquiries and 
letters to the editor to the addresses 
listed above. 

 

Please become a member of HLAA 
Albany Chapter, or at least give us a 
try – see the form on the last page. 

 

Go NATIONAL!  

Join the 
Hearing Loss Association of    
America HLAA 
7910 Woodmont Avenue 
Suite 1200 
Bethesda, MD  20814 
301-657-2248 (voice) 
email: inquiry@hearingloss.org    
website: www.hearingloss.org  

HLAA has asked members to submit a sentence on how our association has helped 

them.  Here is what we received in response: 

It has provided me with a supportive community to deal with my hear-

ing loss. ~ John H 

HLAA reassures me that as my hearing loss gets worse, I won’t have 

to face it alone. ~ Steve T 

Over many years, HLAA’s local group has helped me to cope with the 

endless problems that come with being a sufferer of hearing issues.. ~ 

Seymour B 

HLAA, formerly HEAR, helped me deal in an informed healthy man-

ner with progressive hearing loss in both me and my son. ~ Linda R. 

I really appreciate having an advocate and having people I could talk 

to who would truly understand what it means to be hearing disabled. 

~ Beth B 

[HLAA has] provided a comfort “zone” where I can talk and listen 

and know that people understand if I don’t catch every word. 

MaryKate O 

HLAA Albany Chapter has been an invaluable help to me by building 

my confidence, helping me advocate for myself and giving me       

awesome friends for life. ~ Pat M 

[I am learning] how to live a fulfilling life with hearing loss through 

various presentations and speakers, learning about new technological 

advances, social activities and the general friendship of all involved.  

~ Nancy W 

HLAA has helped me feel whole again. ~ Janet M 

HLAA has been a wonderful network of local people who share infor-

mation, support and enthusiasm as we mutually face challenges of 

hearing impairment. ~ Margie L 

HLAA has helped me understand the impact of hearing impairment. ~ 

Donna W (Dr.) 

Because of the members of HLAA, I have learned so much about hear-

ing loss and how it affects each person so differently, and I have made 

wonderful friends through HLAA!!!  Thank you.  This has helped me 

as an audiologist and as a person with a hearing loss. ~ Debbie T 

[I gained the] confidence to disclose my hearing loss and to tell people 

what they needed to do to help me hear [them  better].  ~ Ellen R    

The Open Captioning System we received for The Open Eye Theater 

was the direct result of the help from Pat Mirza and HLAA. ~ Andy C 

Fun and support [from] people with similar hearing loss. ~ Phil C 

Resources – such as Voice Over Relay Services (VCO), telephones 

and smart phone applications. ~ Bettina P 

Becoming involved with the [Albany] Chapter, [helped] me [to become]  

aware of many resources for hearing impaired persons. ~ Marian K 

Kay S is grateful for having a local organization to contact as a sup-

port resource to connect her with local, caring, dedicated, knowledge-

able and friendly providers and advocates of the deaf and HOH pub-

lic. 

HLAA taught me to help myself when I joined this wonderful network 

of people who provided me with knowledge, emotional support and 

acceptance into survival. ~ Jeanne K                                                

Thank you one and all for sending in and sharing your gratitude. 

http://www.hearingloss.org/
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Professional Associates 

CART 

Communications Access Realtime Translation  
~    ~    ~ 

Realtime speech-to-text translations – the spoken word scrolling 

onto a screen, laptop, or tablet - 

from speech to text!   

For more information contact: 

Renee D. Leguire, Certified Realtime Reporter 

courtreporters@nycap.rr.com or  thesteno@gmail.com 

(518) 371-4143 or (800) 787-3376 

Dr. Laura Brodsky 
Board Certified Doctor of Audiology 

 Comprehensive Hearing Healthcare 

 Advanced Technology Hearing Instruments 

THE AUDIOLOGY CENTER 

783-3110, EX. 3004 
ACCEPTING ALL MAJOR INSURANCES 

Delmar Health Center Capital Region Health Park 

250 Delaware Avenue 711 Troy-Sch’dy Road 

mailto:CARTandCaptioning@gmail.com
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“Are you having problems 

hearing? 
 

If so, those around you 

already know it. 
 

Hearing loss is no 

laughing matter; 

so don’t be a punchline.” 
 

Hoot! Hoot!  

Caught you  

looking! 
 

Advertise here! 
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For a special Remembrance, think 

of our Tribute Fund! Tribute 

donations are a thoughtful way to 

honor a birthday, an anniversary or 

any special event, or to 

memorialize the death of a loved 

one. You may also make 

undesignated contributions. The 

money from the Tribute Fund is 

used to make our meetings 

accessible to everyone. Just mail 

the form below with your check 

(payable to HLAA, Albany 

Chapter). to:                         

HLAA Albany Chapter 

P.O. Box 9445 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

 Your designee (or his or her 

family) will receive a prompt 

acknowledgement of your 

contribution. The gift amount is 

Your 

Memory  

Or  

Tribute 

Here 

 

This tax deductible donation is: 

_______In HONOR of 

_______In MEMORY of 

_______Not Designated 

$______Total  

 

Donor’s 

Name____________________  

 

 Donor's 

Address___________________  

 

_________________________ 

  

Please Acknowledge to: 

 ____Donor named above, or   

 

Name____________________  

 

Address__________________  

ALWAYS STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES ... 
 

Did you know that May is  

Better Speech and Hearing  

Month? 

So perhaps you would like to 

go to a Discovery Fair being held at 

Colonie High School, on  

May 19th between11 AM and 3 PM.  HLAA Albany 

will be participating at this event.  Come and see if we 

have some information that you could use. 

If you are interested in learning some information, then 

maybe you would enjoy: 

Joining us on June 14th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Four area  

audiologists, Lilith Brodsky, 

AuD; Kate Kawola, AuD; 

Christine Raffo, AuD; and 

Debra Trees, AuD, will discuss 

new technologies in hearing 

instruments being used today and in the pipeline.  The meet-

ing will be accessible with loop and captioning technologies.  

Pizza and other light refreshments will be served.  

In September, Debbie Trees will hold a discussion regarding 

auditory issues, depression and dementia, facilitated by Dr. 

Donna Wayner. 

 And/or … 

On Saturday, August 4th, our  

annual HLAA-Albany picnic is  

scheduled at The Crossings of       

Colonie, located at 580 Albany Shaker 

Road, Albany. 

 

And as always we end the year in 

December with the HLAA      

Albany Holiday Party Event.    

Including Santa for the children. 
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 Hearing Loss Association of America— www.hear ingloss.org.   

 Hands and Voices—www.handsandvoices.org.   

 Hearing Like Me—www.hearinglikeme.com.   

 Laurent Clerc National Deaf Education Center—www.gallaudet.edu 

 National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes—nationaldeafcenter.org   

 Albany Law School Civil Rights & Disabilities Law Clinic www.albanylaw.edu 

 Office of the NYS Attorney General, Civil Rights Division—www.ag.ny.gov 

 Young Adults - www.hearingloss.org/ content/young-adults-and- hearing-loss  

 American Tinnitus Association—www.ata.org.   

 Career & College Advice for Deaf & Hard of Hearing Students –

www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/deaf-student-college-career-advice 

 Madison  Hearing  Ctr, 14 Columbia Circle Drive, Ste 202, Albany, NY 12203 (518)690-2060  

 Madison & Saratoga Hearing Ctr, 414 Maple Ave, Ste 800 Saratoga Spgs, NY 12866 (518)584-0578 

 Madison & Saratoga Hearing Ctr 81 Miller Rd, Ste 700 Castleton, NY 12033 (518)689-0792  

 Resource Center for  Ind. Liv. 347 W. Main St. Amsterdam, NY 12010 (518)842-3561 

 Center for Better Hearing 318 Ridge Street Glens Falls, NY 12801 (518)798-4800 

 Resource Center for  Ind. Liv.  401 East German St Herkimer, NY 13350 (315)866-7245 

 HearUSA 2200 Burdett Avenue Troy, NY 12180 (518)272-7323 

 AMC Loews (amctheatres.com)—Rotterdam—Captioning 

 Bowtie Cinemas (bowtiecinemas.com)—Schenectady, Saratoga, Wilton-’Cup Holder’  

Captioning 

 Regal Cinemas (regmovies.com)— Clifton Park, Crossgates, Colonie Center,                      

E. Greenbush, Wilton Mall, and Aviation Mall— Captioned Glasses 

 Capital Repertory Theatre (capitalrep.org)—Loop 

 Delmar Reformed Church (drchurch.org)—Loop 

 Unitarian Universalist Society of Schenectady (uuschenectady.org) - Loop 

 St. Mary’s Crescent Catholic Church Clifton Park (www.stmaryscrescent.com) - FM     

system 

 Our Lady, Queen of Peace Catholic Church, Princetown Road, Schenectady, NY 

(www.olqprotterdam.org)—Loop 

 Christ Our Light Catholic Church (www.christourlightchurch.org) - FM  

 First Presbyterian Church (firstpresalbany.org) 362 State Street Albany  

 Barrington Stage (barringtonstage.org)- first six rows of Main Stage are looped. 

 Spectrum 8 (Landmarktheatres.com)- Infrared and CCR-100 Captioning. 

 Loudonville Community Church (www.lcc.org) - FM receivers 

 

*If you know of any other venue that is accessible, please share it with us!     

Lions’ Hearing Devices Loan-Out Centers —try out devices before buying! 

Patronize These Accessible Venues!* 

Information you can use: 
(note, descriptions may be found on www.hearinglossalbany.wordpress.com) 

http://www.hearingloss.org/content/young-adults-and-hearing-loss
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news 

Hearing Loss Association of America 

Albany Chapter  

P.O. Box 9445  Schenectady, NY 12309-0445 

Information Line: (518) 488-8268 

email: hearhlaa@yahoo.com   and our website  is at 

https:// hearinglossalbany.wordpress. com  

We’re on 

Facebook!  

We’d 

LOVE you 

to LIKE us!! 

We’re on   

Twitter! 
 

Follow us at 

@HLAA_AlbanyNY 

May 2018 

Hearing Loss Association of Albany Membership Registration 
 Hearing Loss Association of Albany operates on a calendar year basis, and chapter registration fees are due on 

January 1 of each year.  

 Persons who would like to ‘try us out’ can opt to receive a trial newsletter for three months by checking” Trial              

Registration" on the form below. 

 Registration fees collected are used for operating expenses, including this newsletter, and Professional Associates are cited 

in each newsletter issue. 

 We thank you for supporting Hearing Loss Association of Albany, and we hope you will be able to participate. 

************************************************ 

Hearing Loss Association of Albany Membership Registration Form 

   Name___________________________________ 

Street___________________________________________________ 

City_________________________________State_____Zip Code___________ 

Phone_____________________ Email__________________ 

Annual Chapter Fee (Calendar Year Basis): 

Please indicate your choice: 

 ___Single: $15.00       
 ___Patron: $50.00   
 ___Family: $20.00     
 ___Supporting: $35.00     

     

___Trial Registration      
___Contribution:  
(tax deductible)      

   ___Professional Associate:        
 $100.00 or $175.00 
___Check here for tax receipt 

Total Amount Enclosed $ ____  

Make check out to HLAA, Albany 

Chapter and mail to:                 

HLAA Albany Chapter 

P.O. Box 9445 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

mailto:hearhlaa@yahoo.com
http://media.photobucket.com/user/STAARNight2008/media/facebook_logo_zpsc52c3a6b.jpg.html?filters%5bterm%5d=facebook%20logo&filters%5bprimary%5d=images&filters%5bsecondary%5d=videos&sort=1&o=0

